
This  book  t races  a  conceptua l  h is tory  of
l i terature ,  le i sure  and emot ions  in  modern
South  As ia .  Reading  co lon ia l  cap i ta l i sm as
entwined wi th  the  ‘myth  of  the  lazy  nat ive ’ ,  i t
focuses  on  vernacu lar  l i terary  contestat ions  in
Urdu and Benga l i .  I t  foregrounds  ot ium,  le isure
and id leness  as  entang led  wi th  emot ions  and
tempora l i t ies .  The  book approaches  l i terary
spheres  through the  lenses  of  emot ions ,  the
se l f ,  and the  community .  L i terary  d iscourses  of
ot ium are  ana lysed in  s ty l i s t ic  innovat ions ,
negot iat ions  of  co lon ia l  modern i ty  and
postco lon ia l  uncerta int ies .  H igh l ight ing  key
l i terary-conceptua l  express ions ,  d iscuss ions ,
and processes ,  the  author  exp lores  nosta lg ia ,
me lancho ly ,  topophi l ia  and haunt ing  as
emot ions  deep ly  attached to  South  As ian
l i terary  cu l tures  whi le  a lso  resonat ing  wi th
concepts  of  ot ium across  g loba l  modern i ty .
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Farha Noor is a scholar of South Asian literature, culture, and history. She completed her
doctoral studies at Heidelberg University, with the support of the DFG-funded project
Otium/Muße (University of Freiburg). She currently teaches English at the Rheinland-
Pfälzische Technische Universität Kaiserslautern-Landau. Her research interests include
history of ideas, concepts, and emotions with a focus on literature and literary cultures.
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 A PDF version of the book can be downloaded for free from the following link:
 https://hasp.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/catalog/view/1348/2569/117865
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