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Abstract:

This paper considers voice in Japanese to be the system concerning the structure of a sentence and the position of the
subject therein: whether the subject is the agent of the action expressed by the verb, or the subject instead either causes or is
affected by the action. The distinction expressed morphologically on the verb is regarded as an important characteristic in
Japanese. The paper then positions sentences with V (original verbal form), V-(sa)seru (causative) or V-(ra)reru (passive)
as predicate to form the central voice system, with V-te morau/yaru/kureru (benefactives) as peripheral voice expressions
complementing expression of the notion of benefactivity. The paper also observes the voice characteristics of sentences with
predicates in forms other than those listed.
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B 2B LRI, RO K5 22« FEBIRIC /e o TV D S D, 7)1, FEE (2017b) DK
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